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5 DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to systems and methods for controlling 
networks, and in particular, to systems and methods for implementing virtual private 
networks. 

10 Background of the Invention 

Wide area networks allow users to access company files and computer 
programs, regardless of where users are geographically located. Until recently, 
building wide area networks remained the province of only the largest corporations or 
companies with enough technical skill and financial resources. Organizations have 

1 5 used a range of approaches to building wide area networks to connect remote 
offices, partners, or employees. These "traditional" approaches to connectivity 
include, for example, point-to-point leased lines, packet switched networks, and 
dedicated virtual private networks (VPNs). 

Point-to-point leased lines are physical networks requiring the engineering of 

20 separate links between sites that need to communicate with each other. Point-to- 
point leased lines can take from 30 to 90 days to install and are costly. 
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